
The recording is much quicker than what we play.   Snare drum is much quieter, almost 
pianissimo.  Everything is very tight.   Very Staccato, not many notes being held for too long. 
1+/2- 
 
In the piece Blue Ridge Reel, the overall sound was very balanced.  You could hear everyone’s 
part.  They kept up with the fast tempo and time signature.  They played loudly at 89 they also 
had very nice articulation throughout the piece, and followed the key signature. 
2 
 
The tempo is very quick and upbeat.  You can hear the dit and dot of the clarinets and flutes in 
the clarinets and flutes in the beginning more than us and that helps keeping the song upbeat 
and energetic.  The same could be said for the trumpets towards the end of the sone.  The 
instruments articulated much better overall throughout the song. 
2+ 
 
The piece Blue Ridge Reel is a fun upbeat song with Irish influence but I noticed that the way 
we play it sounds like it’s stuck in the mud compared to how the recording sounded.  To change 
this we need to play with energy and enthusiasm by playing accents more and emphasizing 
staccatos.   The staccatos, slurs and accents work together to give the piece a fun and 
energetic sound while still flowing.  I also noticed that measure 89 sounds completely different 
than when we play it because it was more blended and balanced in the recording.  At 89 flutes 
need to play softer to maintain the balanced triangle.   Overall I think we just need to pay 
attention to dynamics, staccatos and accents and play with more enthusiasm!  
3 
 
Immediately I noticed that the tempo is very fast, and the notes are much shorter and accented. 
The fact that there notes were staccato was easily noticeable.  Also, the contrasts between a 
fortissimo/forte section and the piano/pianissimo section was very apparent.  When it is piano, it 
was very quiet, and when it was forte is very loud.  Also, I noticed the piece had a lot more 
swing to it (as it says “with a spirited groove”) .  Also, at 113, the whole band seems to come 
together and the two melodies merge to end the piece. 
3+ 
 
In Blue Ridge Reel there are lots of textural changes in the clarinet soli at the beginning, the 
staccato notes are short and separated but at 17 there are more legato and accented notes.  I 
noticed that brass is more prominent in places like 89,121 and 129 so the woodwinds need to 
balance more with them.  People with the melody that clarinets have at 105 need to make sure 
that the last note of the measure is accented to add style to that line. 
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